
 

A Word of Welcome from Sarah Bassitt, Head Teacher and Helen Potter,  
Chair of Governors ï on behalf of the staff, children and Governors 

Whether you are just beginning to think about your childôs education or whether your child is 

already a part of Killinghall Church of England Primary School community, we would like to 

take this opportunity to welcome you to our school.                                                                   

Our school is a welcoming, caring community whose ethos is underpinned by Christian values. 

It is a happy school where children feel safe and enjoy their learning. We pride ourselves on 

being a team with staff, pupils, governors and parents all working together to achieve the best 

for each individual. This was evidenced in our Ofsted report of October 2012.                                                                                                                       

As a parent, choosing the right school for your child is one of the most influential things you will 

do for them and it is important that you take time to consider all the options available. It is our     

aim to ensure that our children gain learning skills that will develop them for life. Our ethos is 

based upon each child as an individual, we design our curriculum around each pupilôs needs.                                                 

We are an inclusive school, which offers an exciting and challenging education for all. We set 

high standards and expect each child to give of their best. We celebrate our pupilsô 

achievements in all areas and recognise that all have different strengths and talents. We 

encourage positive attitudes towards learning and behaviour and do not tolerate exclusion or 

bullying.                              

The staff, governors and pupils are all proud to be a part of Killinghall Church of England 

Primary School and work hard to make it the special place it is. Visitors to school often remark 

on the caring and friendly atmosphere within it.                                                                       

Home ï school links are particularly important to us, this partnership in a childôs learning is of 

paramount importance and every member of the school community is committed to 

establishing and maintaining excellent relationships; achieving together in Godôs love.     

Our older children enjoy showing visitors around and we invite you and your child to come and 

visit the school to get a feel of it for yourselves. If you wish to visit or simply require further 

information about the school please ring the school office on 01423 506307 during normal 

school hours.                                                                                                                                  

We look forward to meeting you and your child(ren) and hope that you will all enjoy our school 

and all it has to offer as much as we all do.                                                                                

With best wishes,     

Sarah Bassitt     Helen Potter                                                                   

Head Teacher   Chair of the Governors 



 

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Killinghall Church of England Primary,     

Otley Road, 

Killinghall, 

North Yorkshire,                                                                                                

HG3 2DW. 

(:  01423 506307 

admin@killinghall.n-yorks.sch.uk 

www.killinghall.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Head Teacher: Mrs Sarah Bassitt 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Helen Potter 

The Governing Body works closely with the Head Teacher in order to manage the school in 

partnership with the Local Authority. The Governors are representatives of various local 

groups, including the diocese, and influence the character, policies and general administration 

of the school. The Governors are an integral part of the school community. 

Killinghall CE Primary is administered by the Local Education Authority of North Yorkshire 

County Council. 

Admission to the school is through NYCC School Admissions. This is primarily an on line 

process. You can contact School Admissions on 01609 533679 or email them at: 

schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk Deadline for primary school place applications is 15 

January 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Primary school places will be offered to parents who apply online via email on 18 April 
2016. For paper applications, offers will be posted 2nd class on 18 April 2016. 

 

Children & Young Peopleôs Service 

Jesmond House 

31-33 Victoria Avenue 

Harrogate  

HG1 5QE 

 

mailto:admin@killinghall.n-yorks.sch.uk
http://www.killinghall.n-yorks.sch.uk/
mailto:schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk


 

Forward by Year 6 children 

At the end of each year we ask our Year 6 children to write the forward for the end of year 

school magazine. This report was written in 2016 

This year has been the best year ever for us, with all the activities we have taken part in and all the 
challenges we have had to face. We have taken our SATs tests, which for us this year was a real 
challenge because of all the changes and the things we heard on the news ï it was really hard! We 
have all been involved in sports competitions like the óRugby World Cupô and the óBrownlee Triathlon.ô 
We had to use all of our school values during these.  
 

We have helped the school by leading various clubs and committees, working with our teachers to help 
make the school a better place. Our work has helped the school to gain lots of great awards for sport, 
global work and being healthy. Daniel and Nia, along with all the children helped to tell the Church 
School Inspector what a special and caring place our school is; and she made us an outstanding school 
ï something we already knew! 
 

The house events have been great. When we work in our houses, with all the different age groups, its 
like a big family. That is something we think we will all miss when we go to High School. 
 

We have all worked hard to extend our knowledge of global issues. Before May half term we all worked 
on a project called óWalking to Freedom.ô This meant we had penpals who all live in America. We had 
lessons in school about different role models who had stood up for peoplesô rights. Following the lesson 
we talked to our penpals about our thoughts; they had the same lesson in their schools. We all really 
liked being able to log on at home to continue our work with our pal. We also held a really successful 
global event in our school when we worked with the children from Beckwithshaw.  
 

We have had some great experiences in school; our favourite memories are going to London and to 
Carlton Lodge. Going to the Houses of Parliament was a once in a lifetime opportunity. Challenges like 
the zip wire and the leap of faith are hard, but with all your friends there it makes you feel like you can 
do it. 
 

The final word this year goes to Abi who says: 
óKillinghall has been caring and loving for seven years! School has helped me to get through many 
things that I thought were impossible ï thank you!ô 
 

We have had a great time at Killinghall CE Primary School. We are proud of our school and of our 
achievements. We will miss the school, but wish everyone all the best for the future. 
 

Abi, Melissa, Nia, Sam, Tom, Olivia, Hayley , Steven, Ben, Elijah, Daniel, Liam and Lewis,  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Brief History of the School 

The Church School was opened in the village of Killinghall in 1852. Twenty-four years later, in 

1876, a second school, known as the Board School was opened. 

The oldest part of the current school is the original Church School, also known by generations 

of village children as the ñTop Schoolò, because of its location at the óTopô end of Otley Road 

as against the Board School which was towards the bottom of the same road and needless to 

say was known as the ñBottom Schoolò.  

National educational changes in the 1930s led to the former West Riding Education Committee 

deciding to merge the two schools and, following discussions with village elders, the Board 

School was sold in 1937 for Ã650 so that residents could turn the building into Killinghallôs own 

village hall, a role which it still fulfils today. 

However, because of pressure to provide enough class room space at the remaining Church 

School, the new village hall continued to house infant classes for another 20 years. Even when 

these classes moved into temporary accommodation at the Church School village children still 

made the daily walk between the two buildings for school meals, which were cooked and 

served in the village hall. 

It wasnôt until major extensions were carried out at the Church School in 1994 by North 

Yorkshire County Council that all services came under one roof and the strong link between 

the two locations was finally broken but, thanks to blue historical plaques outside each 

building, not forgotten. At Easter 2007 the school helped celebrate the seventieth anniversary 

of the acquisition of the Board School by the village. 

(With grateful thanks to the late Colin Waite, local historian, for providing this information) 

 

 



 

A Church School ï living the ethos 

We are an Outstanding Church of England Voluntary Controlled school. This means that 
we are responsible to both the Local Education Authority (LEA) and Diocesan Education 
Team. Both the LEA and the Diocese offer oversight and guidance in a number of ways, 
including the appointment of their own school governors to the schoolôs governing body. 
 
Our school is shaped and flavoured by the principles of the Church of England. Our daily 
assembly is an act of worship which is led by members of staff and by visiting Methodist 
and Anglican clergy.  We have strong links with St. Thomas Church in Killinghall. The 
classes have their own class prayer and the main Christian festivals are celebrated either 
within the school or in the local parish church. 
 
However, there is more to being a school with a Christian heritage than simply singing 
religious songs and saying prayers. At the centre of the Christian gospel there is a 
lifestyle, which was illustrated in the life of Jesus. As a school community we aim to 
imitate this lifestyle in our relationships with each other. We foster a family atmosphere 
where all people are respected and each child knows that they are important and 
worthwhile members of the school and wider society.  
 
Our Christian faith encourages us all to be the best we can and within the school we 
encourage, and sometimes challenge, the children to achieve the best and not settle for 
mediocrity. Our Friday assembly is a time of sharing work and achievements - it is the 
part of the week when the children are publicly praised, not necessarily for being the best 
but for doing the best they are able. 
 
Part of the Christian tradition is about being a neighbour and we live this out by playing 
our part within the community ï our Christmas, Easter and Harvest services are in the 
local parish church, St Thomasô, and we help to celebrate other festivals and events. The 
children take part in the óAll age serviceô in church one Sunday each half term.  
 
The school has had a large part to play in Village events like the Coronation Weekend, 
with children writing to and receiving a reply from the Queenôs lady in waiting.  We visit 
the local care homes regularly and entertain the residents with our singing. 
 
The childrenôs spiritual, moral, social and culture wellbeing is at the heart of what we do. 
 
óPupilsô spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding is excellent. This contributes to 
their outstanding behaviour and safety. Pupils grow into mature young citizens capable of 
taking responsibility and helping others. They have a strong desire to learn and their 
attitudes to all aspects of school life are exemplary.ô Ofsted October 2012. 
 
We were judged as OUTSTANDING in our Church School Inspection in May 2016. 

 



 

Visions and Aims 

 óHelping children to make the next step on their learning journey.ô 

At Killinghall CE Primary School we always strive for excellence, empowering 

children to be happy, well motivated and engaged upon their learning journey. 

Children are challenged to be the best they can within the delivery of a curriculum 

that inspires and broadens their experiences and develops a life long passion for 

learning. A forward thinking school, preparing children for the 21st century by 

providing opportunities for them to be resilient and resourceful risk takers, where 

positive relationships and reflective skills empower children in both their own 

learning and that of their peers. 

We aim: 

To create a dynamic, child-centred partnership where everyone works together to 

provide a secure and inclusive environment that gives every individual the 

opportunity to achieve their best. 

To value pupil voice to enable all children to confidently articulate their opinions 

and feelings and become active citizens, locally, nationally and globally. 

To contribute to a life long love of learning for every pupil that nurtures pride and 

high self esteem in all activities. 

To promote a Christian ethos that encourages children to have an understanding of 

faith as well as an acceptance of the values and beliefs of others. 

To develop a sense of right and wrong; fostering the importance of good manners 

and consideration of others. A school where positive relationships are strong. 

To encourage an understanding of what is needed to lead a healthy life style 

enabling the children to make their own choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our school motto is: 

óAlways treat others as you would like to be treated.ô 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have adopted a poem that Mrs Bassitt regularly shares with them; this is 

now the school poem. It sums up what we value in our school. 

If  
If you think you are beaten, you are.  
If you think you dare not, you don't.  
If you like to win but think you can't,  

It's almost certain that you won't.  
 

If you think you'll lose, you've lost.  
For out in the world we find  

Success begins with a fellow's will.  
It's all in the state of mind.  

 
If you think you are out classed, you are.  

You've got to think high to rise.  
You've got to be sure of your -self before  

You can ever win the prize.  
 

Life's battl es don't always go 
To the stronger or faster one.  

But sooner or later, the one who wins  
Is the one who thinks he can.  

 

 

 

 



 

Information About Our School 

Admissions 

The Local Authority coordinates admissions to our school. Parents should apply online at 

www.northyorks.gov.uk . For further information contact School Admissions on 01609 

533679 or email schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk  

The current maximum intake figure for each academic year for the school has been set by 

the Local Education Authority (LA), in consultation with the Governing Body, at 15. 

However for the past two years we have raised this to 20, which is likely to be the case for 

September 2017. Appeals can sometimes mean that this number is higher. 

Legally, all Foundation stage (Reception) and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) classes have 

a maximum of 30 children. At Key stage 2 (Years 3-6) the class sizes can be above 30. 

We have a teaching assistant in all our classes. 

The LA is legally obliged to make arrangements so that parents may express a 

preference regarding the schools at which they wish their children to be educated. Where 

possible these preferences will be met, unless to do so would prejudice the provision of 

efficient education or the efficient use of resources (Education Act 2002) 

Where the school is oversubscribed, the LA will, in determining the allocation of places, 

give priority to the following:  

1. Children with a Statement of Special Educational needs 

2. Children in Local Authority care 

3. Children who are considered to have special social or medical reasons for 

admission 

4. Children living in the school catchment area of the school who give it as their 

first preference 

5. Children living in the school catchment area whose first preference for a school 

has been declined and whose placement at an alternative school would 

prejudice the efficient education or the efficient use of resources. 

Parents have the right to appeal against the decision made by the LA.  

 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/
mailto:schooladmissions@northyorks.gov.uk


 

Access for Children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities 

At Killinghall Church of England Primary School we are fully inclusive of all the needs of 

children. As a school we give ógoodô provision for children with special educational needs. 

We aim to give all pupils access to the National Curriculum and any other activities 

connected to the school. We do this by planning an individual programme in consultation 

with the childôs parents. The programme will set targets for the child and will explain how 

the targets will be met.  

The school is a single storey structure with ramped inclines between areas of different 

levels and a toilet for the use of disabled children.  

Within the classroom environment we will, in consultation with the child and their parents, 

determine what support is needed to enable the child to access the full learning 

experience so as not to be disadvantaged by virtue of their disability. Such support might 

include the use of specialist equipment and/or the support of a classroom assistant. 

We assess and monitor children in order to provide early intervention if a child needs 

additional help and support or challenge. 

We also foster and maintain links with outside agencies and educational services to 

support our work and to provide the best educational environment for the child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Facilities 

The original school building on the site dates from 1852 but this has been extended at 

various times since to provide the buildings and facilities we have today. 

At the time of printing the school comprises: 

Four classrooms ï One in the oldest part of the building and three in the area off the main 
hall. All the classrooms have computers and interactive whiteboards. We have a portable 
laptop trolley and a bank of ipads. The school is fully wireless networked. 
 
Multi-purpose hall ï This is the heart of the building and is used for activities such as 
Collective Worship and PE. At lunchtime it doubles up as the dining room, with all children 
sitting down together to eat. 
 
School Library ï This is next to the reception area and has a good range of books 
covering many and varied topics. It is augmented by the County Library service, who 
provide us with books during the year. Each classroom has its own small collection of 
books related to subjects being covered. There are two computers in our library area. 
 
A large meeting room ï This is next to the Head Teacherôs office. These two rooms were 
added in the last phase of building, which was opened by David Curry MP in December 
2004. The meeting room is used for small group and one to one work, as well as to hold 
School Council, House and Collective Worship forum meetings. 
 
Play Area ï This is to the rear of the school and comprises several parts. There are 
tarmac areas for ball games and activities such as hopscotch. We also have a climbing 
wall. There is a large field that is used during the summer. We have a wildlife garden with 
pond and quiet areas. Reception Class have a purpose built outside area providing a safe 
play and learning environment for our youngest children. Year 1/2  have their own fenced 
outdoor activities for learning outside the classroom. 
 
Parentsô Meeting Point ï The area outside the main entrance allows parents to wait for 
their children without having to stand on the roadside. We have a bike shelter in this area 
to encourage parents to bring their children to school without using the car. 
 
Kitchen ï The school has its own kitchen and cook enabling us to produce good quality, 
low cost food for the children who have a school dinner. The menu provides variety and 
we are conscious of the need for healthy eating. All children have the opportunity to have 
a school lunch once a week on a Friday and also when we have special themed lunch 
days. Parents are also invited to have school lunch with their children each half term. 
 
It is highly likely that by September 2017 the school will have a new purpose built 
classroom block due to our increasing numbers. 
 

 

 



 

Class Organisation 

The school is currently organised into 5 classes. The make up of the classes is 

dependent upon the annual intake. We have class names based upon mythical creatures. 

Currently it is as follows: 

Class 1 ï Reception (Unicorns)                                                                                                   

Class 2 ï Years 1 and 2 (Key Stage 1) (Dragon Class)                                                                                              

Class 3 ï Year 2 (Key Stage 1) (Pegasus Class) 

Class 4 ï Years 3 and 4 (Lower Key Stage 2) (Griffin Class)                                                          

Class 5 ï Years 5 and 6 (Upper Key Stage 2) (Phoenix Class) 

Teaching assistants support class teachers and also work with small groups for extra 

support and extension. 

The School Day - The total hours of teaching time each week, including collective 

worship is 25 hours. 

8.45 Children can enter the school grounds. (The school bell is rung at 8.50) 

 Parents are responsible for the care and safety of their own child prior to 

8.45 and after 3.30pm, unless the child is in a school club. 

 8.55  School begins 

 9.00 Class work 

 10.30 Collective worship 

 10.45 Morning break 

 11.00 Class work 

 12.00 Lunch time 

 1.00 Class work 

 2.15 Afternoon break 

 2.30 Class work 

 3.25 Home time ï Unicorn Class 

 3.30 Home time ï Years 1-6 



 

The Curriculum 

Our aim is to ensure that all the children experience success and enjoy coming to school. 

The school works hard to achieve high standards in learning and teaching by providing 

opportunities for all our pupils that are interesting and relevant to them as individuals.  

Killinghall CE Primary School follows the National Curriculum 2014. This includes English, 

Mathematics, Science, ICT, History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, French, Art 

and PE, plus RE. We try to teach many of the above curriculum subjects through a 

themed cross curricular approach. As a school we promote the creative, physical and 

artistic skills of our children. Our thematic approach means that the whole school is 

following the same main topic each term. This leads to really positive interactions 

between all age groups and the ability to use childrenôs knowledge and interests as a real 

impetus to the planning process. 

 

 

 

 

As well as the curriculum in the classroom we place great importance upon visitors 

coming into school and our children going out of school to extend their learning. We also 

have themed days and weeks. All children from Year One-Six take part in weekly music 

lessons with a specialist teacher and travel to The Harrogate Hydro for swimming 

lessons. Phoenix Class children have a residential visit to Carlton Lodge, where they take 

part in a range of outdoor activities including orienteering, canoeing and shelter building. 

This is a biannual trip.  

Other recent visits have included Harewood House, Skipton Castle, The Pump Rooms, 

and the Houses of Parliament.  

 

 

 


